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ciples, exclusive of the expence of taxes. The salaries of the judges are
almost the only charge that is paid out of the revenue. Considering that
all the internal Government is executed by the people, the taxes of Eng-
land ought to be the lightest of any nation in Kurope; instead of which,
they are the contrary. As this cannot IK* counted on the score of civil
Government, the subject necessarily extends itself to the Monarchical
part.
When the people of England sent for George the First, (and it would
puzzle a wiser man than Mr, Burke to discover for what he could be
wanted, or what service he could render) they ought at least to have con-
ditioned for the abandonment of Hanover. Besides the endless German
intrigues that must follow from a Gorman Elector being King of Rng*
land, there is a natural impossibility of uniting in tin* same person the
principles of freedom and the principles of despotism, or as it is usually
called in England arbitrary power. A German Klector is in his electorate
a despot; how then could it be expected that he should be attached to
principles of liberty in one country whik his interest in another was to be
supported by despotism? The union cannot exist; and it might easily
have been foreseen that German electors would make German Kings, or
in Mr. Burke's words, would assume Government with "contempt," The
English have been in the habit of considering a King of Kngland only in
the character in which he appears to them; whereas the same person,
while the connection lasts, has a home-seat in another country, the in-
terest of which is different to their own, and the principles of the Govern-
ments in opposition to each other, To such a person England will appear
as a town-residence, and the electorate as the estate. The English may
wish, as I believe they do, success to the principles of liberty in France,
or in Germany; but a German Elector trembles for the fate of despotism
in his electorate; and the Dutchy of Mecklenburg, where the present
Queen's family governs, is under the same wretched state of arbitrary
power, and the people in slavish vassalage.
There never was a time when it became the English to watch conti-
uental intrigues more circumspectly than at the present moment, and to
distinguish the politics of the electorate from the jwlitics of the Nation,
The Revolution of France has entirely changed the ground with respect
to England and France, as Nations; but the German despots, with Prus-
sia at their head, are combining against Liberty; and the fondness of
Mr. Pitt for office, and the interest which all his family connections have
obtained, do act give sufficient security against this intrigue.
As everything which passes in the world becomes matter for historv.